aneNS 2 was prepared as described by Craig et al. [1] . Diffraction quality crystals were obtained by cooling a warm saturated solution in toluene/hexane (2:1) to room temperature.
been tried but did not yield satisfactory results. The "splitting" into (equally positioned) C5A and C5B was introduced in order to properly calculate the positions of the hydrogen atoms which must be regarded disordered as a consequence of the disordering of C6.
Discussion
The overall conformation of the Ts[9]aneNS 2 molecule is very similar to the one found in the complex [(AuCl) 2(Ts[9]aneNS2)]2 in which each AuCl group is bonded to a thioether sulfur atom [2] . In particular, the mutual orientation of the nitrogen atom and the two sulfur atoms of the nine-membered ring is such that the molecule could act as a tridentate NS 2 ligand only after major conformational rearrangement. The bond angles at the nitrogen atom are ÐS3-N-C4 = 114.8(2)°, ÐS3-N-C5 = 116.9(2)°, and ÐC4-N-C5 = 116.8(3)°(sum: 348.5°). Hence the geometric arrangement at the N atom is that of a strongly flattened trigonal pyramid. The length of the S3-N bond (1.636(2) Å) lies between the values calculated for a S-N single bond (1.73 Å) and a S=N double bond (1.49 Å) [3] . Taken together the metrical data at the N atom indicate that the nitrogen lone pair is involved in p bonding to S3. The lengths of the bonds S3-N (1.636(2) Å), S3-O1 (1.433(2) A), and S3-O2 (1.431(2) Å) fit very well with the average values of 1.642 Å (S-N) and 1.430 Å (S-O), respectively, which were determined from several sulfonamide structures [4] . Gauche conformation is observed at all ethylene C-C bonds. The corresponding torsion angles are ÐS1-C1-C2-S2 = -57.2(3)°, ÐS1-C6A-C5-N = 57.9(7)°, ÐS1-C6B-C5-N = -57.3 (7) 
